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ABSTRACT

The topic of the relations between the Maltese felago and the Aegean in the Bronze
Age and in the Early Iron Age has been neglectadtduthe scant evidence available. Recent
research on unpublished pottery coming from sevigliddle and Late Bronze Age Maltese
sites, held at the National Museum of Archaeolo@yValletta, offered new data for the
interpretation of a Mediterranean connection thideld Malta and Crete in the Early Iron Age.
In this paper three classes of objects, extranemtise local tradition and probably of Cretan
derivation, coming from the excavations of the BorgNadur temple and from the Borg in-
Nadur culture layers of the Bahrija village, arsatissed.

The first object, a clay model of local fabric red#ing a circular plan building, can be
related to the well-known Cretan production of tdytindrical models, developed between the
Late Minoan and Late Geometric period. The seceradfragment of an importdal athos with
simple geometric painted decoration that can bepeoed with several examples of the Early
and Middle Geometric production of the Messararpldihe last case is represented by three
knobs related to conical lids, of local fabric, ttltan be interpreted as local imitation of the
conical lid with finial knobs popular in the Cnamshecropoleis in the Early and Middle
Geometric period.

This new evidence that shows a chronological amigghical coherency informs us
about a hitherto unknown relation between Malta @nete, by the end of the xcentury and
the beginning of the VIfl century BC, that can be tentatively explained ugtothe agency of
Phoenician middlemen, operating in Crete from asti¢he X' century BC, and very interested
in the Maltese islands, as the subsequent colémizaf the mid VIII" century will testify.
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