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ABSTRACT

At the beginning of this paper, the Protogeometietan framework of the small
anthropomorphic coroplastic is briefly taken intcaunt. The number of figurines, as well as
the peculiarities of the archaeological contextadl one reconsider the otherwise widespread
interpretation of the fading figurative traditioa the outcome of a shift in ritual practices taking
place during the Bronze Age/lron Age transition.abidition, by looking at the variety of the
stylistic features, speculation regarding the exise of at least three major styles possibly
reflecting the fragmentation and exuberance ofChetan societies combined with a mixing of
internal trends and exogenous influences ensues.

Subsequently, the attention shifts to the evidert@eved from the settlement of Prinias,
whose iconographic and contextual analysis seeandierpin the idea of a lively PG horizon
and some continuity of a kind regarding the LMaltualue of some of the areas on the Patela.
Finally, by pondering the rather homogeneous icamoigic and stylistic features of the
columnar figurines the possibility of linking theoccurrence with two ritual settings is
investigated. These settings, which are apparesitpracterized by a Mycenaean aura, are
considered as the expression of a rising aristechatrarchy within a social body showing a
rather coherent and homogeneous cultural background
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